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High Command, meeting a few days later, took
a different view. They pounced on thel war
situation as a heaven-sent opportunity to wrest
the maximum amount of power and privilege from
the British Government to serve their own ends.
Mr. Gandhi, true to his reputation as one who
can adapt himself to any situation and any
position, felt no scruples of conscience in endors-
ing the stand taken by the Congress Working
Committee, at the same time trumpeting forth
his altruistic sympathy with England and her
allies. This is the standard of political honesty and
consistency of which Mr, Gandhi alone, among
the leading political figures of the time, is capable.
Well, what is it that the Congress demanded ? In
the typical Gandhian manner of putting things,
they disclaimed any intention to embarrass Britain
or to bargain with her in her hour of difficulty.
But, actually speaking, they laid down definite
conditions on which their support could be
purchased. They actually held out a threat to
the Viceroy to surrender the remaining amount
of power with regard to internal control on pain
of serious consequences. Their demand boiled
down to this: declare India an independent
country; recognize her right*of self-determination;
bring about a Constituent Assembly elected on
-adult or the widest possible franchise to frame
the constitution of India; and here they made a